
Barnes & Noble (West Side) — 705
Sunland Park. Hours are 9 a.m. to 10:30 p.m.
Monday through Saturday and 10 a.m. to 10
p.m. Sunday. Information: 581-5353.

Horror/fantasy writer Lincoln Crisler will sign
his book latest book “Despairs and Delights” at
2 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 23.

Recurring activities and groups:
• The Sisters in Crime Book Group meets at 7
p.m. Monday, Aug. 11.
• Third Monday Reading Group meets 10 a.m.
Monday, Aug. 18, to discuss “Luncheon of the
Boating Party” by Susan Vreeland.
• En la Sombra de Sor Juana Inez de la Cruz
bilingual reading group meets at 5 p.m.
Tuesday, Aug. 19.

Children’s storytimes are 11 a.m. Saturdays.
Special guest on Aug. 16 is Chef Jon Paul of
the Lancer’s Club.

This year’s Summer Reading Program for kids
entering grades 1-6 focuses on Andrew
Clements’s “Frindle” and other bestsellers. 
The Barnes & Noble book fair supporting
Community Scholars is Friday through Sunday,
Aug. 8-11. A percentage of book sales will go
towards the program’s youth leadership devel-
opment. Saturday’s fair includes a series of pre-
sentations and discussions behind the cafe:
• 10 a.m. — Think Clean, Go Green: An
Inventory of El Paso’s Environmental Issues 
• Noon — National Sub Prime Market Crash:
Is El Paso Living in a Bubble? 
• 2 p.m. — Conducting Success in the
Southwest: Bringing Economic “Energy” to the
El Paso Region

‘Voices and Vision’ reading —
BorderSenses literary magazine will host a
reading from its El Paso Project at 6 p.m.
Friday, Aug. 29, at the Rio Grande Little
Temple, at El Paso Community College Rio
Grande Campus, 906 El Paso. Admission is
free. Information: bordersenses.com or
group@bordersenses.com.

‘Rio Grande Review’ submissions —
UTEP’s bilingual literary journal is accepting
submissions through Sept. 30 for the Fall
2008 issue. Writers can submit fiction, poetry,
nonfiction, translations, flash fiction, screen-
plays, memoirs, graphic novel excerpts and
interviews in either English or Spanish. Prose
should be 5,000 words or less; poetry 10 pages
or less. There is no submission fee.
Information: 747-7012 or utep.edu/rgr.

Submissions sent to: UTEP, PMB 671; 500 W.
University 79968. On-line submission sent to
rgr@utep.edu.

The Bookery — 10167 Socorro Road,
Socorro. The Bookery, inside the Mission Trail
Trading Post about a half-mile past the Socorro
Mission, specializes in children’s books, story-
telling puppets, teachers’ resources and region-
al interest books. Open 7 days a week, 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Information: 859-6132 or 859-4066.

The Branigan Book Club — The club
meets at 7 p.m. on the third Tuesday of each
month at Thomas Branigan Memorial Library’s
Terrace Gallery, 200 East Picacho Ave. The
August book is ”Snow Flower and the Secret
Fan” by Lisa See. Information: (575) 528-4001
or mpendleton@las-cruces.org.

ESL classes — El Paso Public Library and El
Paso Independent School District hosts free
English as a Second Language classes 9 a.m. to
1 p.m. Saturdays, through May at various
branches. Registration is 9 a.m. the first day of
class Saturday, Sept. 6. Information: 543-5494.

Locations: Main Library, 501 N. Oregon;
Clardy Fox, 5515 Robert Alva; Doris Van
Doren, 551 Redd, and Richard Burges, 9600
Dyer.

REFORMA Conference — The 3rd
National Conference for librarians is 8 a.m. to
5 p.m. Thursday through Monday, Sept. 18-
22, at Camino Real Hotel, 101 S. El Paso,
Downtown. The 2008 theme is “Bridging Gaps:
Juntos@the Border,” emphasizing the diversity
of issues not only in relation to libraries but the
social, cultural and political aspects surround,
divide and bring communities together. Events
include author luncheons, tours of El Paso
libraries and missions and Juarez, receptions,
exhibitors and an awards banquet and dance.
Registration: $100-$250 by Aug. 22; $125-$275
on-site. One-day and group rates available.
Information: 312-280-1538 or reforma.org.

REFORMA is the National Association to pro-
mote library and information services to
Latinos and the Spanish speaking.
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New on the Border Bookshelf

The following are recent additions of
interest to El Paso area readers: 

“The Socorro Blast” by Pari Noskin
Taichert. (New Mexico Press). This con-
tinuation of the “Sasha Soloman Mystery”
series by the Agatha Award-nominated
author centers on the Socorro area.
Readers will find many familiar sites
including Bosque del Apache Wildlife
Refuge and Very Large Array. Soloman’s
niece, who studies explosives at NM Tech,
finds herself the victim of a potential hate
crime. Not familiar the past exploits of
Taichert’s fiery and feisty public relations
consultant (and self-appointed sleuth) pro-
tagonist, I couldn’t get too attached to any
of the characters, not even her “intuitive”
friend Darnda or Leo the Cat. I also found
the “resolve” a little shallow. The situation
itself, however, lends itself to fodder for
discussion groups concerning racial profil-
ing, hate crimes and ethnic prejudice in a
post 9-11 world. Mixed with some fun and
spirited wordplay and off-beat humor, this
book can serve as both a “summer read-
ing” mystery or a deeper look into one’s
own hidden preconceived prejudice.  

“The Smell of Old Lady Perfume” by
Claudia Guadalupe Martinez (Cinco
Puntos Press). This El Paso native’s debut
novel is a melodic and melancholy tale of
a girl’s sixth-grade year. The book begins
with the high expectations of most incom-
ing sixth graders looking forward to being
the top of the food chain at an El Paso ele-
mentary school. Chela Gonzalez soon
finds her friends leaving her behind in
shallow pursuit of popularity. After her
loving “Apá” (father) is rushed to the hos-
pital, her mother’s mother moves in to
help and the air becomes thick with “the
smell of old lady perfume, dying flowers
and alcohol.” 

I normally shy away from anything that
includes “bittersweet” in the promotional
description, particularly when it concerns
the fate of a “daddy’s girl” and her father,
but I found the middle school struggles
(and personal triumph) faced by Chela
endearing, particularly as a fellow nerd
who was continuously put off by the
“tween girl hierarchy.” Although she now
resides in Chicago, Martinez hasn’t lost
her connection and passion for her border
roots, which I hope to see continued in her
future works. 

— Lisa Kay Tate
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VILLAGE INN
1500 Airway • 7144
Gateway East • 4757
Hondo Pass • 2929 N.
Mesa • 5863 N. Mesa •
7801 N. Mesa • 2275
Trawood • 1331 N.

Zaragoza

In Las Cruces: 
1205 El Paseo
455 S. Telshor

SUN HARVEST
6100 N. Mesa

DUNKIN’ DONUTS
700 Zaragosa • 1105 N.
Yarbrough • 9114 Dyer

FURR’S FAMILY
BUFFET

Gateway West at Zaragoza
8528 Dyer • 119 N. Balboa

HOLLYWOOD
VIDEO

5367 N. Mesa • 7933 N.
Mesa • 6045 Montana •

9155 Dyer • 4650
Transmountain • 10670
North Loop • 700 N.
Zaragoza • 1860 N.
Zaragoza • 1188 N.

Yarbrough • 3102 N. Lee
Treviño

EP FITNESS
145 Paragon • 11330
James Watt • 12145
Montwood • 981 N.

Resler • 1224 Wedgewood

THE BOOKMARK
7348 Remcon

RIVIERA
RESTAURANT
5218 Doniphan

CARNITAS
QUERETARO
9077 Gateway W.

4001 N Mesa
1451 N Zaragoza 

6516 N Mesa  

WALGREENS
890 N Resler Dr
5900 N Mesa St

8050 N Mesa • 2800 N.
Mesa • 200 N Mesa •
2879 Montana • 5401

Montana • 1100
Geronimo • 8401 Gateway
West • 5150 Fairbanks •

9428 Dyer • 10780
Kenworthy • 1210

Wedgewood • 3355 N
Yarbrough • 1831 N. Lee
Trevino • 2950 George

Dieter • 11685 Montwood
• 12390 Edgemere • 1607

N Zaragoza • 800 N.
Zaragosa • 100 N.

Americas • 8045 N. Loop 

RANCHER’S GRILL
7597 N. Mesa

9530 Viscount (at I-10)

BARNES & NOBLE
705 Sunland Park Dr. 

9521 Viscount

ANDRE’S PIZZA 
3233 N. Mesa

7000 Westwind

SUNSET BREWERY
4176 N. Mesa

ARDOVINO’S PIZZA
865 N. Resler at Redd

206 Cincinnati

THE MARKETPLACE
5034 Doniphan

MANDO’S
5420 Doniphan

THE BAGEL SHOP
3400 N. Mesa

CASA JURADO
4772 Doniphan
226 Cincinnati

HAL MARCUS
GALLERY
800 N. Mesa

AVILA’S
6232 N. Mesa

WING STOP
1757 George Dieter •
2900 N. Mesa • 9530
Viscount • 865 Resler

GERARDOS’
6099 Montana

JJ’S
5320 Doniphan

LEO’S
7520 Remcon

ALL THAT MUSIC
1506 Lee Trevino

EASTSIDE CAFE
11251 Rojas

YSLETA ISD
9600 Sims

EL PASO
INTERNATIONAL

AIRPORT

UTEP LIBRARY
UTEP TICKET CENTER

EPCC CAMPUSES
YMCA’s

EP CONV. CENTER
EP CITY HALL

EL PASO LIBRARY
TX TOURISM CENTER
CTY COURTHOUSE
THE BOOKERY
EL PASO ZOO

In Las Cruces
COAS • Mesilla Book Center

In Juárez
Museo INBA • Museo

Chamizal • Museo Ex-Aduana
• ICHICULT • Centro Cultural

de la Ciudad • Academia
Municipal • CEMA • Arte en

el Parque • Telon de la Arena
• Centro Cultural Paso del

Norte • Libreria Universitaria
• Centro de Convenciones

Cibeles

Ask for the Scene when you order a Domino’s Pizza!
See Page 57 for details.


